SOIL SURVEY HORIZONS
. There are no apparent differences among the upper terraces in terms of loess thickness or degree of solum development.
Time is probably the most significant soil-forming factor responsible for the differences in soil development between the upper terraces and the low terracelfloodplain. The highest, and thus oldest, terrace is younger than the lakebed, which began to drain in late Wisconsin time. Drainage was probably complete by early Holocene. Loess deposition was probably greatest during the early Holocene, as the Copper River floodplain may have been much wider and the close proximity of various glaciers created strong periglacial winds. Loess deposition still occurs on a reduced scale, and is presently being deposited mainly on the low terrace and high floodplain, both of which were source areas for loess deposits on the upper terraces. The evidence for a chronosequence of soils is: (1) the cryofluvent soil shows little loess deposition and no solum development and (2) a comparison of pH values indicates more leaching in the Cryochrept than in the Cryofluvent.
Parent material may also be a significant factor. Coarse-silty textures, uniformity of deposition, and permeability of the loess are probably important. The high percentage of relatively unweatherable sand in the coarse-loamy alluvium is significant, and the stratification may affect water movement, leaching, and solute accumulations. Coarse-silty loess seems to be the only material in which cambic horizons have developed in this area, regardless of age. Older clayey lacustrine deposits and still older loamy glacial till show no cambic development.
In summary, a step sequence of terraces shows cambic development in loess on the upper terraces and no development in coarse-loamy stratified alluvium on the lower terrace and floodplains. The terraces range in age from late Pleistocene to early Holocene up to late Holocene. Parent material may also be a contributing factor to the differences in soil development on these terraces.
Another Case for Forensic Pedology

R. H. Rust l
On 16 May 1980, Mrs. Mary Stauffer and 8-year-old daughter were abducted in their vehicle in a suburb of St. Paul, Minnesota. Shortly after the abduction, the kidnapper returned with the Stauffers to a wooded area in a park. At this site 6-year-old Jason Wilkman happened upon the vehicle. He was seized and placed in the trunk with the Stauffers. They were driven to a state wildlife management area; about 25 miles away, apparently where the kidnapper killed Jason because he was a witness.
